Matthew:
Hello everyone and thank you for attending the 2008 Economics Students’ Association speaker series. My name is Matthew Ball, and this is Anshul Ruparell, and we are the ESA’s co-presidents.

Anshul:
This has been an amazing and exciting year for the ESA. We have launched a new newspaper, The Economic Outlook, which many of you have received today; developed recruitment programs with leading international banks; reconstituted our educational programs; and formed an amazingly talented new executive. The club now has over 550 members, and is thriving. Having Mr. Martin come and speak to us today is a true testament to this fact, and we are deeply honoured.
Matthew:
Many people have asked what I had to do to get Mr. Martin to speak here today. The honest answer is that I just asked his office, and Mr. Martin very graciously agreed. Were are equally fortunate to have Mr. Martin at a time where the world faces the greatest economic crisis in 80 years, where the US has elected a revolutionary new government, and where the Liberal party is debating its future. We are thrilled to hear his thoughts.
Anshul:
We must also thank three exceptionally hard working individuals: our VP External, Matt Hyland, his right hand man, Michael Liang-Fraser, and the USC’s Mark Wellington. Without them, today could not have happened.
Matthew:
Please welcome Dr. Ian Holloway, Dean of Western Law, to introduce Mr. Martin

